
May 11, 2020 

 

Dear Madam Chair and Members of the Senate Finance Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to tell my story. My name is Jacquelyn Burt, and I am a 

proud Minnesotan, passionate entrepreneur and former business owner. I am also an 

educator, and have spent over six years working in higher education here at the University 

of Minnesota.  

 

In the fall of 2016, I had a marketing degree, a hunger for starting a business, and 

many friends and family members who were getting married. I had been applying makeup 

for folks for several years already, and when my sister got married that fall, the photos were 

published online and I suddenly had a flood of messages asking about my makeup 

application services. My day job at the time was in the University of Minnesota Law School, 

and so under the guidance of several law professors, I drafted a contract for services and 

photo release form, created and published a website, and registered as an LLC corporation. 

 

Over my nearly three years of work, I won two prestigious awards in two consecutive 

years; quadrupled the size of my clientele; and received over 70 five-star reviews, and 

indeed have never received less than a five-star review. The income my business generated 

allowed my family to purchase a home, and also helped me pay for my graduate degree; 

but more importantly, it gave me a sense of community, connection, and purpose as a 

female business owner in this state. Throughout, I believed I was in full compliance of the 

laws, since the makeup I was applying was being photographed and videoed as part of my 

clients' wedding days (and makeup for photography is an unregulated service). But at the 

end of 2018, the industry began to panic; it seemed that a rules reinterpretation meant that 

makeup for special events somehow was now held to the same standard of regulation as 

full-service salons. I preemptively closed my business, losing not only important income for 

my family, but also my dream of working as a makeup artist. 

 

The 2018 regulations that separated my work as a special events artist from the work 

of other professional artists using the same products and techniques are neither consistent 

nor sensible. Why was it perfectly legal under current rules for me to apply makeup for a 

former client in her home before a family gathering in February of 2020, but had I done the 

exact same thing with the exact same products and the client had left for her wedding 

instead of her family party, then I'm a criminal? Why are my colleagues legally able to apply 

makeup for models on bridal magazine covers, but as soon as the face belongs to a "real" 

bride, then they're breaking the law? I do not cut or color hair, I do not polish or shape 

fingernails, I do not shave or wax or otherwise treat the skin. I do not manage a salon, nor 

do I wish to; I do not have $20k to spend on a cosmetology degree where only a negligible 

fraction of the program applies to the actual scope of my work. I also do not have the nearly 

3 years it would take for me to stop my full-time job, enroll in cosmetology school, and earn 



the sufficient hours needed before I could legally blend blush (obtainable by anyone, by the 

way) on someone's cheeks on their wedding day. 

 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic we're all facing, the ability to return to work and 

once again do what I love is more important than ever. I am one of hundreds of creative 

beauty professionals whose jobs and businesses were lost to the Board of 

Cosmetology's extremely selective and confusing interpretation of our work - and without 

that income, paying our bills has been a struggle. I believe Minnesota values not only safety 

and smart businesses, but also values entrepreneurship, equal access and opportunity, and 

the ability to contribute to our communities using whatever gifts and talents we have. As a 

professional makeup artist, a female business owner, and a Minnesotan, I urge you to vote 

in favor of SF 2898. Thank you so much for your time. 

 

Jacquelyn Burt 

St. Paul, MN 

 


